
    

Bolton Fire Department 
15 Wattaquadock Hill Road 

 Bolton, Massachusetts     01740 
 
 
 

February 28, 2007 
 
 

 
To the Bolton Planning Board, 
 
Chief Stephenson and I have reviewed the definitive subdivision plans for Century Mill Estates dated 
January 26, 2007.  We would like to convey the following comments and concerns: 
 

 We ware pleased to see that the number of firefighting water cisterns was increased from one to 
three.  The quantity and location of the cisterns will provide all of the houses in the 
development with an excellent source of firefighting water within approximately 1000 feet 
which is very good.  We appreciate the developer�s attention to this. 

 
 The design of the cisterns looks fine. The fill, vent and suction pipes and the well pump control 

box all follow designs used in the past which are known to work well.  The capacity of the 
cistern is excellent. 

 
 A turn out area should be provided for each cistern to allow space for a fire engine to pull off 

the main travel portion of the road to access the cistern without impeding traffic.  This is 
especially important due to the narrow width of the cul-de-sac roads. An example from 
previous cistern designs is provided below which shows a fire access turn off area of 35 feet by 
12 feet.  
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It would be preferred that this area be paved and include the concrete filled bollards to prevent 
a vehicle from accidentally damaging the cistern. Two �Fire Lane No Parking� signs should be 
mounted equally spaced on the bollards or separate metal sign posts. 

 
 The distance of the suction pipe for each cistern from the edge of the main travel lane of the 

roadway must be limited.  This is to ensure that that the suction pipe is within the reach of our 
suction hoses, even if the turn off area is obstructed by snow or vehicles. The distance to the fill 
and vent pipes is not a concern.  The suction pipe must be within a maximum of 25 feet from 
the edge of the main travel lane of the roadway and be a minimum of 6 feet from the edge of 
the turn off area.  On the diagram above the edge of the main travel lane is shown by the 
reference �Edge of prop. roadway�. This is especially important for the cistern on Road C, Lot 
44 which is orientated at 90 degrees to the road. 

 
 The cisterns should be installed and filled with water by the developer and tested by the fire 

department prior to the construction of houses in that area to make certain that adequate fire 
fighting water is available.   

 
 
We would like to thank the Board for this opportunity to review and comment on these plans.  
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
John Mentzer 
 
Captain, Bolton Fire Department 
johnmentzer@verizon.net 
978-660-6621 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: John Stephenson, Chief, Bolton Fire Department 
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