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The Affordable Housing Partnership meets regularly every first and third Thursday evening at 7:30 at Town Hall to pursue our mission of assessing our community housing needs and implementing a strategic action plan that addresses those needs in a means that is best for the town of Bolton.

The Housing Plan for the Town of Bolton was created by the Affordable Housing Partnership and was approved by the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) in January 2004.  At the time, we were one of eight approved plans by the state.  That plan is available for the public at town hall and on the town website at www.townofbolton.com.

We proposed an article that was passed at the annual Town Meeting in May 2004 to authorize the Selectmen to create an Affordable Housing Trust Fund for the Town of Bolton.  This Trust Fund will receive any funds donated to the town of Bolton for Affordable Housing either as a result of the Inclusionary Zoning Bylaw passed in 2003 or through voluntary contributions and will be administered by a board appointed by the Selectmen according to an annual plan approved by the Selectmen.  The Selectmen retain the authority to bring any land acquisition proposal for affordable housing to Town Meeting for approval.  

One of the Town’s affordable housing units was sold this year.  Under the terms that preserve the units affordability, the selling price exceeded the ability of qualified persons to purchase it.  The Town enlisted the help of the State Division of Housing And Community Development (DHCD), the Housing Authority and the Affordable Housing Partnership.  Time was running out for the Town to exercise its right to enforce the deed restriction.  The State and the Partnership each contributed funds to maintain the affordability.  A qualified buyer was found and the sale was concluded.  

We have been very active in negotiations with housing developers that come before the town with a proposal that includes affordable housing component, including Sunset Ridge (Wattaquadock Hill Road), Bolton Manor (Sugar Road), Pondside (Crystal Springs campground), Century Mills Estates (Century Mill Road and Spectacle Hill Road), Riverside (Still River Road).  Most often, we have met with these developers prior to a 40B filing, which gives us the opportunity to make clear our needs, our requirements and our expectations for projects in Bolton, and to actively negotiate in the best interests of the Town.

In 2004, our inventory of Affordable Housing (the criteria for Chapter 40B) increased from .9% to 2.8% with the construction of the 28 units at the Bolton Senior Housing development on Main Street.  Also, in December, the ZBA approved the Bolton Manor project on Sugar Rd., which includes 11 units of affordable housing and approved with conditions, the Drewicz proposal on Main St., which includes one unit of affordable housing.  These 12 units will raise our inventory to 3.7%. While, we are not yet close to the state goal of 10%, we are showing significant progress.  As a result of that progress, the Town of Bolton has been certified as compliant with the Planned Production Regulations, as of January 2005.  Bolton will have greater control over future proposals as a result of that certification. 

In 2005, we plan to work with the Master Planning Committee to look at ways to continue to create affordable housing that is working in conjunction with other Town goals.  We also continue to research and study our options with regard to our affordable housing mission and learn from actions other communities have taken.  We have several openings on the board and continue to look for interested volunteers.  Please contact us if you would like to learn more or come to our meeting on the first Thursday of each month. 

Financial Statement

July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004

Expenses

Appropriated


$15,000.00

Expended


$     900.00
Unexpended balance returned to general fund

$14,100.00

Unexpended balance STM 11/02

$24,405.53
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