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1. Maximize local control over the development of affordable housing.  

Foremost, this will be achieved when we reach the 10% threshold.  
This will also be accomplished by taking a proactive approach, by 
establishing locally directed initiatives, by clearly articulating a strong 
vision for what we want, and by our willingness to take the necessary 
steps to achieve that vision.   

 
2. Provide affordable housing for several key population segments. The 

target segments include; retired seniors and 55+ active adults, 
families, young professionals and Town employees.  Housing should 
include a mixture of single-family homes, condominiums and apartments 
with both ownership and rental units at affordable rates.  The percent 
allocation between Senior and family units, ownership vs. rental will 
change over the years.  Initial target numbers have been developed with 
information from the survey and population task groups of the Long Range 
Planning Committee in 2002. 

 
3. Affordable housing projects will be designed and built in accordance 

with the standards typical in Bolton and that are fitting with our 
culture and character.   

 Height limitations and construction style of all 
buildings must be in accordance with the 
standards set by other buildings in Bolton 

 No clear-cut properties 
 No cookie cutter, mass-produced units.   
 Housing that reflects the rural character of the Town 

 
4. Density target for affordable housing developments: Current single-

family house lot size requirement is 80,000 square feet. The density 
targets are the number of units in an affordable housing project per 
buildable lot of land on a given site.   

 Single Family Homes  2 : 1 
 Town House/Condominiums 6 : 1 
 Apartments    10: 1 

 
5. Affordable Housing will be inclusive, diverse and evenly distributed 

throughout all of Bolton.  Affordable housing in Bolton will not be located 
in one part of Town, nor in one project, nor in any way excluded from the 
mainstream of our community.  Bolton Affordable Housing Partnership will 



promote mixed-use developments and will site affordable housing 
developments throughout the geography of the Town. 

 
 

6. Negotiations with developers over comprehensive permit or local 
initiative projects will seek to provide for: 

 A level of local preference  
 Affordability in perpetuity through deed restrictions 

and/or rental guidelines 
 Monitoring and reporting to the Town by the 

development regarding ongoing affordability 
 Local legal review of regulatory and monitoring 

agreements and documents 
 A minimum of 25% affordable units, a maximum of 

50% affordable units, and a target of 35% affordable 
units. 

 Infrastructure or other benefits to the Town 
 Limitation on profitability to the developer 

 
 

7. Bolton affordable housing stock will provide for both moderate and 
low-income households.  Affordable housing is defined as affordable to 
those who earn at or below 80% of the median area income.  Low income 
is defined as at or below 50% of the area median income.  Critical 
decisions about affordable housing projects should be made by a diverse 
group of informed citizens in the community.  Membership of the Bolton 
Affordable Housing Partnership will be diverse, committed, and informed 
to provide the leadership the Town needs to meet this challenge.  All 
potential affordable housing projects must be reviewed, analyzed and 
assessed based on these guiding principles and on the potential financial 
impact to the community.  A clear set of guidelines for this review process 
will include an assessment of the social, municipal, environmental and 
financial impacts of the proposed project. 

 


