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The Bolton Historical Commission was established in 1992 by Article 14 on the town Warrant.  The 
Commission is charged by the Town of Bolton and the Massachusetts Historical Commission to identify, evaluate, document, and where possible, protect and preserve Bolton’s historical, cultural, and architectural resources.

ACTIVITIES

Demolition Permit Requests.
· 662 Main Street, ca. 1869   W.N. & Sarah Houghton House connecting ell  - demolition approved

· 711 & 713 Main Street, 1839 Ebenezer Towne House and Shop, 1850’s barn - 6 month demolition delay enacted

· 129 Hudson Road, ca. 1920’s Craftsman Cottage and later garage - demolition approved

· (256 Green Road, late 19th century former schoolhouse and barn  - destroyed by fire)

New or Updated Surveys and assessments.
The Commission continues documenting the town’s historical resources with the services of preservation consultants.  These documents consist of several pages of written descriptions and other information, including detailed photographs.  Copies are eventually filed in binders.  These binders are available for public use  at Town Hall and the library.  Some documents are available for viewing on the Commission’s web page at     www.townofbolton.com.

· Great Brook Corridor Area survey

· 11 building surveys for properties located with the Bolton Center National Register District

· Pan Cemetery assessment and alternatives for improvement (in response to the Commission’s concerns about further degradation due to proximity to Rt. 117)

· Pan, Old South, West and Eastwood cemeteries are now deemed eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places by the Massachusetts Historical Commission

Participation with other town groups.

The Commission collaborated extensively with other town groups and had a liaison present at many meetings and hearings on a variety of issues and topics: 

· Proposed 40B projects including Bolton Manor (at former  Brigham Farm on Sugar Road), Century Mill Estates, Pondside, and Riverside.

· Great Brook area flooding damage to historic stone bridges and culverts in the center of town  and adjacent to the Bolton Center  NRHD 

· Brick Tomb reconstructions at Old South Cemetery       

· Prospective  town property acquisitions located within the NRHD                

· Tree cutting at the Eastwood Cemetery by the Town of Lancaster DPW

· 711/713 Main St. planned rehabilitation for residence and business

· Protection of Wilder Mansion landscape  

Other.

Three Bolton Center National Register Historic District  signs commissioned in 2003 are now installed at the east and west borders on Rt. 117 and on Wataquadoc Hill Road  to indicate the limits of the district.

Membership.
Long-time member Suzy Becker resigned from the Commission to start a family.  We wish to recognize her significant contributions to the Town in identifying, building awareness of, and protecting the Town’s historical resources.

The Bolton Historical Commission relies in great part on the citizens of the town to stay informed of preservation issues. We welcome your presence at our meetings and encourage interested persons to consider membership as we currently have openings.  Meetings are generally held on the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 6 p.m. at the Town Hall, and are posted in the Town calendar of the weekly news and on the website.

Financial Statement

July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004

Expenses

Appropriated



$3600.00

Expended
Purchase of Services     3165.00*



Advertising

      10.78



Supplies

    205.49



Dues


    215.00



Total 


  3596.27
Unexpended balance returned to general fund  $3.73

* 13 house surveys, 1 Area survey, 1 revision, 4 assessments

