
Agricultural commissions are appointed 
by the selectmen after being formed by 
town meetings. Their purpose is to 
represent farmers and to encourage, 
promote and preserve agriculture. As 
part of that mission, Commissions work 
with health boards to resolve complaints 
about farms, often by providing 
information about farming practices.  
 
The first Agricultural Commission was 
formed in Dartmouth in 1997, but most 
Agricultural Commissions started in 
2005 and 2006, according to the state’s 
Department of Agricultural Resources. 
 
AgComs have been organizing in towns 
& cities throughout the Commonwealth. 
97 Towns have established Agricultural 
Commissions including Harvard and 
Stow.  Lancaster and Berlin are voting 
on theirs this year. 
 

 

 
 

Think about what attracts you to Bolton: 
Its natural beauty, history, peacefulness, 
scenic views, apple orchards and 
picturesque pastures.  For generations 
your farming neighbors have nurtured 
and cultivated their fields and helped to 
preserve this unique and beautiful New 
England countryside which we all 
cherish.  As our town grows, farmers 
are becoming closer neighbors with 
non-farmers.  It is important to respect 
one another and enjoy and preserve the 
lifestyle and landscape for the 
enjoyment of future generations. 
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Bolton Master Plan 2006 
Bolton citizens identified 
preserving Bolton’s rural 
character as one of the three 
top priorities for the Town.  

Key findings in the Bolton Master Plan 
indicate that agriculture should be fostered 
by initiating an Agricultural Preservation 
Bylaw and an Agricultural Commission.  

 
 

The purpose and intent of this Agricultural 
Preservation Bylaw is to promote and 
preserve the agricultural nature of the Town 
by stating the Right to Farm already given 
to all citizens of the Commonwealth under 
Article 97, of the Constitution. 
 
The Agricultural Commission would 
represent, preserve and enhance farming in 
the community.  The Commission, once 
appointed, will develop a work plan to 
guide its activities. 

The Bylaw would: 
– Demonstrate Bolton’s strong support for 

agriculture 
– Encourage farm activities associated with 

“generally accepted agricultural 
practices” the same standard that is used 
by the Commonwealth 

– Document the importance of farming to 
the town and alert residents that farm 
activities are reasonable to expect 

– Permit commercial agricultural 
operations (farms) to continue to operate 

– Establish the Agriculture Commission to 
educate and mediate between farmers 
and neighbors 

– Provide local farm families with a sense 
of security knowing that farming is a 
valued and accepted activity in Bolton 

– Help maintain Bolton’s rural way of life, 
not just its rural appearance 

 

 
  

VOTE YES ON ARTICLE 7  

The Bylaw would not: 
– Allow anything else that is not already 

allowed by state law now 
– Supersede any other state, federal, or 

local law, bylaw, or regulations, 
including zoning bylaws, wetland bylaws 
and community covenants 

– Allow negligent or poor management 
techniques (for example, more animals 
than the land or barn can accommodate, 
or improper use of pesticides) 

– Enable oversized buildings (per zoning 
requirements) to go up on house lots 
under the blanket of “agriculture” unless 
associated with a genuine commercial 
agricultural operation – as is already the 
situation now 

– Support filling or damage to wetlands 
without proper permits 
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